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March, 2021 

The Scratching Post 

 

On March 12th, a group of fourth graders went 

on a trip to the Museum of the Fur Trade in Chadron, 

Nebraska. Upon arrival at the museum, students 

watched a short film about the history of the fur trade. 

Did you know that the Bordeaux trading post in Chad-

ron lasted for about 48 winters, while most only lasted 

two? The Museum was full of interesting items and 

antiques such as furs, rifles, models, coins, playing 

cards, and fur traps. 

Throughout the experience, students were 

tasked with a scavenger hunt. They had to search all 

over the museum for interesting facts, then answer 

the questions about them. One example question is: 

Why is the dollar called a buck? The answer is that, 

at the time, a large buckskin was worth one dollar. 

At the end of the scavenger hunt, each stu-

dent received a 2004 Louisiana Purchase nickel. It is 

also called a Peace Medal nickel. The students 

learned a lot about the history of the fur trade, and 

they enjoyed exploring the museum. The overall ex-

perience was great, and it helped the students with 

their Nebraska History class. 

By David Selves 



What is the largest orange color fruit? What legendary 

character had a blue ox? What is the smallest bird? These are 

a few warm up questions the Quiz Bowl team must answer at 

the beginning of practice. The answers to these questions will 

be throughout this whole article so read, understand, and get 

ready to have your mind blown. 

 Now that I have your attention let me start off by saying, thanks to COVID, the Quiz Bowl 

team didn’t have an opportunity to compete last school year. But alas, do not fret, this year's team 

has been practicing to wipe out the competition with the knowledge they learned from practicing 

with Coach Elizabeth Bohac. 

 Coach Bohac helps encourage the students to keep learning, tells the students that it is okay 

to make mistakes, and tries to make learning exciting. Self-esteem is important here because if you 

don’t believe in yourself on a question then you have a higher chance of getting it wrong. In a way, 

having self confidence can make you as big and strong as a pumpkin. Hey, pumpkins are the largest 

orange color fruit! 

  A few of the goals the team has set for themselves include: learning new things they have 

never known before, having fun, and, of course, winning some competitions. Most of the team 

started Quiz Bowl from just plain curiosity when they were in sixth grade. Others were encouraged 

by those who were on the team in past seasons. Our Wildcats have grown and progressed through 

the season, much like the legendary character Paul Bunyan, who started as a wood chopper and be-

came a legend with his companion, the blue ox.  

 The team is composed of sixth, seventh, and 

eighth grade students.  Isaac Olsen and  Riley Jones are 

co-captains this year. Keira Bolander, Logan Mason, Gabe 

Teeple, Kody Carpenter, and Leeigh McGowan round out 

the team. Something that motivates the team is learning 

about interesting facts and having a good time with the 

team. It's always the little things that make life worth-

while, even when it is as small as a hummingbird, the 

smallest bird in the world.  
Continued on page 3 

By Wyatt Onstott 



After many weeks of practice, our Wildcats were put to the test on March 22nd at their 

first competition in over a year. The team didn’t let their nerves get to them because they were 

able to show all that they have learned by winning the MAC Quiz Bowl competition! Here is 

what Riley said about the experience, “Even with a shaky start and scary finals, we pulled to-

gether and finished the fight. We are very proud of our accomplishment and can’t wait for the 

next one.”  The team tied for first place with South Platte and went into a tiebreaker competi-

tion. After two rounds of tiebreaker questions, our Wildcats overcame the Knights and won the 

conference title! 

 Later that week on March 26th, the Junior High Quiz Bowl team won their second com-

petition. This competition was hosted at BCS and had four other schools come to com-

pete.  The Wildcats came out strong in their first two games, but hit a roadblock on their third 

game.  Even though their third game was more difficult than their earlier games, the Wildcats 

pushed through to the end and won the competition by 10 points. Isaac commented on the 

event, saying, “It was an improvement from what the team was able to do in previous seasons 

and looking around, you could tell that everyone was enjoying the experience. I liked that we 

had the ability to strategize more at this competition and focus on our areas of strengths.” 

Junior High MAC Quiz Bowl Champions 

Continued from page 2 

Congratulations to our Junior High Quiz Bowl team on their successful season! 
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Hi my name is Julio and this is how to catch a leprechaun. I close the door and lock it. I set a rope from 

the roof and when the leprechaun steps on the rope he will go WOP! Then you will have to grab his gold. 

I would buy a Lambo with it and then give the rest to the school. -- Julio 2nd grade 

 

Once upon a time I was playing outside. I saw a leprechaun running from 

me. I set up a trap and I caught the leprechaun. I was so happy! Then I 

saw a rainbow. That was the leprechaun’s home. It was so amazing! I went 

inside and told my mom and dad what I saw. -- Serenity 2nd grade 

 

I set up my trap before I tested it out. The trap has a cage. I cut the rope 

when the leprechaun is under the cage. The cage drops on the lepre-

chaun. I grab the leprechaun’s gold and unlock the cage and I will train it 

to be my pet. I will buy a Lamborghini with the gold. The leprechaun is a 

good pet. He is the king. -- Roger 2nd grade 

 

I am going to get a cage and hang it to my ceiling and I am going to put cookies on the ground and a 

glass of milk. So that way I can catch the leprechaun. I think that he will have his pot of gold with him so 

when he is in the cage, I will grab it from right next to him. I am going to buy a Lamborghini. -- Railin 2nd 

grade 

 

Make a ladder to the inside of a box. Have a string to the flaps to 

the bottom of the box. When he pulls, the string will close him in. 

Have gold, shamrocks, rainbows, and anything green in it to keep 

him happy. --- Jackson 5th grade 

 

I would lure the little dude in by using gold, Lucky Charms ( it’s 

magically delicious), and bright colors. He would fall into a fountain 

of puppies, Baby Yodas, chocolate chips, rainbows, and a candy 

forest. Once there, he wouldn’t want to leave. --- Makynna 5th 

grade 
 

Put a see-saw where you want the leprechaun to be. On one end, 

have a golden net. The other end, he will stop on which will launch 

the golden net at him. The net will be the bait to attract him. When 

he steps on the see-saw, the net will capture him and I will get his 

gold. -- George 4th grade 

Myth has it that if you catch a leprechaun, he will give you either three wishes or his magical pot 

of gold. However, leprechauns are crafty creatures and will try to trick and outwit those trying to 

catch them. We asked the elementary classes how they would trick and capture the sneaky lepre-

chaun. Check out their stories below. 

How To Catch a Leprechaun 
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You need one cardboard box and blue, green, purple, orange, black, and 

yellow markers.  You will also need a pencil and a pair of scissors. You cut 

out a hole in the cardboard box and draw a pot of gold on the inside of 

the box. Next draw two rainbows on each side of the box. Then add glitter 

to the inside of the box and tie a string on the lid.  When the leprechaun 

comes, drop the lid and in he goes. --- Samuel 3rd grade 

 

Your first step is to find a desk. Detach the top and set it on top of the 

legs. Then you will tie a string on the ceiling with a flashlight on the end of 

it. This will make the leprechaun think it is a pot of gold. Then you will 

make a ladder and paint it rainbow colors so he will climb up it. Finally, tie a string to the desk which is paint-

ed like a rainbow.  He will pull the flashlight and the desktop will slide.  He will fall into a cup and the cup will 

slip over. You have then trapped a leprechaun. -- Kambrie 3rd grade 

 

First, I’m going to paint a box to look like a rainbow. Then, I’m going to 

paint a stick gold. Next, I’m going to attach the stick to the box and attach 

clear string to the stick tightly. Finally, I’m going to attach the string to fake 

gold. That’s how I’m going to catch a leprechaun. -- Jalanna 3rd grade 

 

Probably put a trap up in a tree. Place gold beneath it. Then the lepre-

chaun will look at it and then he’ll go in.  Then CRASH! He’ll be in the trap 

and you’ll have his gold.  -- Lili 3rd grade 

 

Have a rope outside, tie it around a tree, and put green Lucky Charms in-

side the rope loop. So when he grabs the Lucky Charms, he steps in the 

rope. He won’t be able to move because the rope is tied to the tree. Then 

go to the rainbow to get his pot of gold. -- Joshua 3rd grade 

 

I once saw a leprechaun and I wanted to catch him because he was snooping around my house. I will use a 

net, rope, Lucky Charms box, and an alarm clock to trap him.  The alarm clock is used to wake me up. I will 

put the string by the door which will be attached to the net with the alarm clock. The trap will be in front of 

the net and next to the box of Lucky Charms. He will walk in and trip on 

the string, land in the trap and fall into the net. The net will lift up and I 

will have trapped the leprechaun.  -- Kacyn 4th grade 

 

I have a fake pot of gold on a board. Then when the leprechaun goes 

on the board, it will have a foot trap. It hopefully wraps around his an-

kle. Then you come up with a potato sack and wrap him in it. -- Tate 

4th grade 

 

If I was trying to trap a leprechaun, I would dig a hole and cover it up 

so the leprechaun won’t see the hole. Then place Lucky Charms behind 

the trap so it will lure him into the trap. When he falls in the trap, I will 

give him billions of free Lucky Charms marshmallows so he will then 

lead me to his gold. -- Braedyn 4th grade 
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Senior Spotlight 
             By:  Kairyn Miller 

 

This month’s senior spotlight features Macee McConkey. Described as a 

good thinker who is vibrant, confident, and strong-willed, Macee is look-

ing forward to completing her welding degree. 

 

Q: What extracurricular activities do you participate in? 

A:  Future Farmers of America (FFA), Volleyball, and 4-H 

Q: What are your goals for this year? 

A:  To graduate high school. 

Q: What are your plans for after high school?  

A: I plan to go to college and finish my welding degree. 

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

A:  My favorite class is Health. It’s a fun class and I get to socialize with my friends. 

Q: What’s one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

A:  Keep going, no matter how hard it gets.  

BCS Students Qualified For State Speech 

By Kairyn Miller 

 

 This year’s speech season has come to a close. The speech team has worked very hard and 

has done an amazing job in competitions and as a whole. Multiple members have medaled and 

even those who didn’t place, have improved throughout the season. However, for two competitors, 

the season was not yet over. Haddie Grubbs and Kairyn Miller placed third at districts for their duet 

performance of Demon Child, qualifying them for the state competition.  

 At state, the girls competed against multiple schools for the chance of placement. Although 

they didn’t medal, both the girls were happy with the experience and had a lot of fun both during 

the competition and exploring Kearney. They placed 

fifth and sixth at the state competition in their qualifying 

rounds; however they did not make it to the final round. 

Congratulations to Haddie, Kairyn, and Mr. C. on a suc-

cessful trip to the state competition. A job well done this 

season to all of our Wildcats on the speech team! 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
March 8, 2021 
 
Awards and Recognitions  
President Johnson commended the following students and staff: 

President Johnson commended the following students, staff, and patrons: 
-District FFA Contest on March 3rd: FFA Meats Judging team placed 5th at the district competition, which 
earned them the right to compete at the state level.  Teams that will be competing at state are: Floriculture, 
Welding, Ag Mechanics, Meats Judging, and Kathryn Blankenship in Sr. Public Speaking.  All contests will be 
held virtually this year. 
-MathCounts: The chapter competition of MathCounts was held on Friday, February 5 with three students 
participating. Isaac Olsen, Jaelyn Yetter, and Gabe Teeple. Isaac Olsen scored the highest and will compete in 
the Western Nebraska competition on February 25.  
-WTC Speech: Haddie Grubbs 3rd place in Serious Prose 
-Students of the Month: Caleb Monnig - Grade 5 and Layton Mossberg - Grade 7 

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

1st Graders LOVE their veggies! 

This year, BCS received a grant of $4,125 from the 

USDA for our Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program. Fresh 

fruits and vegetables are delivered daily to each PK-5 

classroom to expose students to the benefits of 

eating a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables. The 

food service staff prepares and stores the fruit or 

vegetable following food safety procedures. The 

snacks are delivered to the classrooms on a cart by 

the food service staff. The classroom teacher distrib-

utes the fresh fruit or vegetable as a mid-morning 

snack between breakfast and lunch. 

Parent and Student Feedback 
OEF/4-Day Week 

The 2019-2020 school year was memorable—not just 
because it was our 1st year on a 4-day week, but also 
because we piloted Optional Enrichment Fridays 
(OEFs), a program unique in Nebraska and, to our 
knowledge, in the country!  
 

While other area school districts consider moving to 
a 4-day school week, our Spring surveys provide 
some insight into our students’ and families’ experi-
ence at the end of 2020-2021. 
 

86% of parents surveyed agreed or strongly agreed 
that “The 4-day school week is good for my child/
family.” 
 

71% of parents surveyed agreed or strongly agreed 
that “My child enjoys the enrichment experiences 
offered through OEF.”  
 

57% of parents surveyed would like their child to 
have extra help or tutoring on OEFs.  
 

44% of students surveyed would not like tutoring 
during OEFs and 25% would like tutoring in math 
 

68% of the students surveyed listed “Genius Hour” as 
the session they enjoy the most, followed by sports 
and active games at 58%  
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